IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

MADISON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS,
TINA MCLAURIN and 1,
TAMEKA MCLAURIN HAMLIN, as heirs * pucn cOUNTY

of law of Jeanette Jackson, deceased, and
CORNELL JACKSON APR 28 2026 PLAINTIFFS

RQNNY LOAT, CHANCERY CLERK

V. Dgause No. 1:26-¢cv-260

BY.
MADISON COUNTY CHANCERY CLERK,
and JANICE DIPAOLA-HAYS

DEFENDANTS

ORDER SETTING ASIDE TAX SALE AND CANCELLING TAX DEED
THIS CAUSE came on for hearing before the Court, and the Court, having considered
the pleadings, exhibits, and applicable law, and being fully advised in the premises, finds as
follows:
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. On August 31, 2020, the subject property (Parcel No. 082G-36A-014/00.00) was sold for
delinquent 2019 ad valorem taxes to Defendant Janice Dipaola-Hays. See Clerk’s
Conveyance.

2. Defendant Madison County Chancery Clerk issued a tax deed to Defendant on June 23,
2023. See Clerk’s Conveyance.

3. Jeanette Jackson was deceased at the time Notice of Forfeiture were issued. An heirship
affidavit identifying her heirs, including Plaintiffs Cornell Jackson, Tameka McLaurin
Hamlin, and Tina McLaurin, had been recorded in the land records of Madison County
prior to issuance of Notice of Forfeiture. See Heirship Affidavit.

4. The Clerk concedes that he failed to provide notice to known heirs Tina McLaurin and

Tameka McLaurin Hamlin.



5. The discovery of deficient notice occurred after the redemption period expired.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Prior to the expiration of thé rede;mp';ion éeriod, the Chancery Clerk was required to
provide notice of the impending forfeiture of the parcel in compliance with the processes in
Mississippi Code § 27-43-3. “[A] tax deed issued when the chancery clerk did not provide the
record owner of the land with proper notice and where the record owner did not receive actual
notice, and whéfé the chancery clerk did not ascertain the name of the record owner when it was
clearly reflected in land records of chancery clerk [is] void. Hammett v. Johnson, 624 So.2d 58
(Miss. 1983) (citing Brown v. Riley, 580 So0.2d 1234, 1237).” Miss. Att’y Gen. Op. Yancey
(September 6, 2002).

Further, “[The Madison County] Board of Supervisors may not void a tax sale after the
redemption period has run. The proper venue and jurisdiction to void a matured tax sale is a
court of competent jurisdiction.” Miss. Att’y Gen. Op. Riley (November 9, 2018).

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:

1. Voiding Tax Sale and Deed

The tax sale conducted on August 31, 2020, is hereby set aside and declared void ab

initio. The tax deed issued to Defendant, Janice Dipaola-Hays, is hereby cancelled and set aside.
2. Restoration of Title

Title to Parcel No. 082G-36A-014/00.00 is restored to the status existing immediately

prior to the tax sale, subject to valid liens not inconsistent with this Judgment.

3. Reimbursement Award



5. The discovery of deficient notice occurred after the redemption period expired.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Prior to the expiration of the redemption period, the Chancery Clerk was required to
provide notice of the impending forfeiture of the parcel in compliance with the processes in
Mississippi Code § 27-43-3. “[A] tax deed issued when the chancery clerk did not provide the
record owner of the land with proper notice and where the record owner did not receive actual
notice, and where the chancery clerk did not ascertain the name of the record owner when it was
clearly reflected in land records of chancery clerk [is] void. Hammett v. Johnson, 624 So.2d 58
(Miss. 1983) (citing Brown v. Riley, 580 So.2d 1234, 1237).” Miss. Att’y Gen. Op. Yancey
(September 6, 2002).

Further, “[The Madison County] Board of Supervisors may not void a tax sale after the
redemption period has run. The proper venue and jurisdiction to void a matured tax sale is a
court of competent jurisdiction.” Miss. Att’y Gen. Op. Riley (November 9, 2018).

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:

1. Voiding Tax Sale and Deed

The tax sale conducted on August 31, 2020, is hereby set aside and declared void ab

initio. The tax deed issued to Defendant, Janice Dipaola-Hays, is hereby cancelled and set aside.
2. Restoration of Title

Title to Parcel No. 082G-36A-014/00.00 is restored to the status existing immediately

prior to the tax sale, subject to valid liens not inconsistent with this Judgment.

3. Reimbursement Award



In the case of void sales, any refund should be made only upon demand made by the tax
purchaser. See e.g., Miss. Att’y Gen. Op. Holloway (September 20, 1996) (“The purchaser at a
subsequent tax sale, upon request, is entitled to a refund of the purchase price paid at the tax
sales, but is not entitled to payment of interest, except that portion of the purchase price that
represented interest due on the taxes due prior to the tax sale.”); Miss. Att’y Gen. Op.Yancey
(July 14, 2000) (“A purchaser would be entitled to a refund [upon] application initiated within
the three-year statute of limitations. . .”);

4. Tax Status

All lawfully assessed taxes, penalties, and interest remain due and owing, and the

property shall be returned to the tax rolls in the name of the proper parties.
5. Clerk Directions

The Madison County Chancery Clerk is hereby directed to ensure that all appropriate
records for Parcel No. 082G-36A-014/00.00 reflect this Judgment and the voiding of the tax deed
identified in Book W-4343, Page 464 as Instrument no. 984290.

6. Retention of Jurisdiction
The Court retains jurisdiction for enforcement of this Judgment and resolution of any

issues related to reimbursement.

SO ORDERED AND ADJUDGED, this the @Eﬁay of %2026.

'y
C@.NCELLOK}



MADISON COUNTY, MS

1 certify this instrument flled/recordad
06/23/2023  10:43:19 AM

Inst. 984290 Page 1 of 1

Bock: W -4343 / 464,00

Witness my hand and scal

' RONNY LOTT, C.C. 8Y: JLD.C.

Chancery Clerk s Conveyance
Land Sold for Taxes
(Title 39, biv 10, Mississippi Code 1942. As Amended)

The State of Mississippi
County of Madison 57666

Be it known that KAY PACE + Tax Collector of said
County of Madison, did on the 318T day of AUGUST A.D., 2020
according to law, sell the following described land, situated in said
county and assessed to JACKSON CORNELL & JEANETTE to wit:

Description of Land:

-5A IN NB COR § 1/2 NE 1/ 4 SE 1/4 EOF RD

Parcel No: 082G-36A~014/00.00 8-T-R: 36-08N-02E PPIN 24037 YR 2019
Deed Book Page

Por the taxes assessed thereod for the yeaxr, A.D., 2019, when
JANICE DIPAOLA-HAYS became the best bidder therefore, at

and for the sum of 687.26 dollars and the same not having been redeemed

I therefore sell and convey said above described land to the said

JANICE DIPAOLA-HAYS 616 LIVE OAK DR .
MADISON +MS 39157

Given under my hand and official seal of
JUNE A.D., 2023,

d officeQ this 23RD day of

The State Of Mississippi
County of Madison

- Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority of law in and
for the county and state aforesaild, the within named
RONNY .LOTT CERY CLERK

in and for:the said county and state, who acknowledged that he signed

g delizered the foregoing instrument on the day and year therein
"'\‘\: ed.

%hger- my hand and official seal of office at my office at
7\ Mississippi, this 23RD day of JUNE A.D., 2023.

a n Qounty, Essgas;ppi :

ctual postage fee (Section 27-43-3) ................. 14.50
tefhiers fee (if paid by county) (Section 25-7-21)
®ved 1st Sheriff Notice (Section 27-43-3)

-
RNV A
A

s ss e

: cttieccereraaanen 50.00
Sexved 2nd Sheriff Notice (Section 27-43-3) .........0onouiil!

Identify record owners (Section 27-43-3) L,i.iiiiieenninainann. 50.00
Recording list, each subdivision (Section 25-7-21(4) (a)) .... 1.00
Issue 1at sheriffs notice (Section 27-43-3) Liiiiiiiniena. . 4.00
Mail 1st owners notice (Section 27-43-3) ..iiiiiiciiinenen 2.00

Issue 2nd sheriffs notice (SBection 27-43-3)
Mail 2nd owners notice (Section 27-43-3)

L R I I I Y

ven

Issue each lienor notice (Section 27-43-11) ....iiiiiiennnaas
Recording each conveyance (Section 25-7-21(4)(Q)) ..:....u... 10.00
Abstracting each subdivision (Section 25-7-21(4) (e))

D I T AP

1.00 o
Certify amount to redeem (Section 25-7-8(1) (a)) Ceeseneiiaaas 1.00

Certify release from sale (Section 25-7-9(1){a)) ......veuene. 1.00
Redemption fee 3% x line 32 (Section 25-7-21(4) (£)) ........ 4.04

Archive L P, 1.00

Affidavit .

R R R R R R N B R T 42.00
TOTAL (to be collected from purchaser)Charge against said land 181.54
Grantor:

“~ Grantee:
RONNY LOTT, CHANCERY-CLERK JANICE DIPAOLA-HAYS
F.0. BOX 4b4 616 LIVE OAK DR gt
M 39046 391 L
’ MADISON,Ms 33448 ¢ 18-
6015407481

601-855-5522
Indexing Instructions:

PO¥:3OVd SYEFMO0E M NI 30HOO3H ANV WY 61:vb:0L €202/€2/9 NO 037114 SYM INFWNHLSNI SIHL AJILYID |

1107 ANNOY S ‘ALNNOD NOSIQVIW



BOOK 3216 PRGE S76 . paC 9
INST 4§ 739647 HADISON COUNTY Hs.
This instrument wys filed for
record 6/11/15 3t 3:33:09 FH
RONHY LOTT, £.C. BY: Ci DuC.

This Instryment Preparcd By:
Name:

Telephone: scg' (=598 -806%

If Recorded Return To:

Name: Depbun Onshoce JAG,

Address: _5 ] [ go
IS0

Telsphone: 9= ~ -2

Othes: :

-
[

12

Proof of Heirship for: D Y
Indexing I i0nS:  (Section, Townshio, Range, % %)
Secion 36, TSN, RJE, SENE
i fgsissipni
PROOF OF HEIRSHIP Analyst: MWB
Jeanette Jackson
Neme of Decedent
The following infe is to be provided by who will not inherit through the estate.
\feme.-rm Worth , aresident of ; County/Pasish, Stetc of
Namé of Persan Making the AMidevity . .
of lawfu! age, being first duly swom aczording to law, deposcs and says that sheshe was well
and personally acquainted with the above named decedent during hisfer lifetime; that the said decedent depanted this life at
or near atoa in the County of hclisan , State of _S. on
(City)
1 being _S4L_years of age ot the time of hivher death.
{Dady (Ate)
Did decedent leave a will disposing of any part of his/er estote or hamestead? 3
(Cisgle)
Was there an administration of estate of this decedent? u@countyﬁ’arish? Stare?
(Ciself

Have all debis against the estate been paid

rcle)
The afftant further swears that the following is a true,
and shows all persons who can be heirs at law,

sgid deeedent,

Decedent's Marital Status at time of death? Sin

or wife
Is such husband or wife now living?

Was decedent ever married to any other person?

and corvect and complete statement of the family histery of

r Widowed 1fmarried or widowed, give name of husband

Heie)
and address _ /D84 AL, Ol Cacdon £ Corpiton S, s
1f no, give date of death: .

o

{Cirele)

1€ 50, give the following information: (List names In order of marriage)

Name of Spousc of Deccased LivingorDcad | Date of Maria Date of Dzath | Dateof Divorce
Conaell T kson L ving Ty & (52

If decedent had children, name all of them,
illegitimate, state whether living
paper, if necessery.)

showing which are ad
in father’s fusmily or publicly acknowledged by him. (You may uttach a separaie piece of

d, illegiti but clai

d, living or *dead, If

3

AR



800K 3216 PAGE 577

Nemc of Child of Decedent Age Address Date of Adoption Due of Death
or Claim 1f Decensed
Tinoe ME) aprin L1 12T Decelle St Tackson, MS 39240

MemckeMElaussn Mamtia | 36531 ' Ksen S

State below whether or not *deceased children listed sbove lef descendants. (You may atiach a separate picce of paper, if

Narne of Decedsed Soa or Name of Child of Drccased Son | Age Adéress Daic of Deats,
LDoughter ot Drughner i

DO NOT COMPLETE the following three questions if the decedent {eft a surviving spouse and surviving children (o
4 dams of d 3 chitdren.)

1. Did the decedent leave parent or parents?

me of Fether and |_Agc Adgress Dsio th, if Deceass

FATHER
MOTHER

2. If decedent had brothers or sisters, give names, showing whether of full or half:blood, adopicd or illegitimate. -

Name of Brothers and Ststars Brotherer | Age Address.
Sister -

Dats of Death, i
Deoeased”

3. State below if any deceased brothers or sistecs listed above had children. Name cach one, whether living or dead.’

Nene of Deteased Brotiers of Seiers ‘Name of Child of Occeased Age Address

Dateof Dexth, if
Brother or Sister Deceased

DO NOT COMPLETE the next three questions if the deceased IeR surviving parents, or susviving brothers or sisters, or
children of deccased bruthers and sisters, or any combination thercof.

1. Name cach grandfuther and grandmother, whether living or dead, and indicate whether PATERNAL or
MATERNAL.
Neme ¢f Grandfather and Grandmother Age Address Dazz of Death, if
Deczated
Paiemal Grandfather
Paterns] Grandmotber
Msicmal Grandfuther
Metcmal Grandfather
2. Name each uncle and aunt, whether living or dead, and indicate whether PATERNAL or MATERNAL.
Name of Uncle and Aunts. Uscls | Age Address Dete of Desth, if
ST Avnl




BOOK 3218 F6E 573
L)

Nz of Decessed Uncle or Name of CBIld of Deseased | Age Address Datz of Death, if
Aunt Uncle or Aunt .

3, State below if any deceased uncles or aunts had children. Name cach one, whether living or dead.

*Note: If any of the helrs of decedent have died since his/her death, secure separate Proof of Hefrship as to cach.

Deabury Oashore, LLC assumes no lability as to the accuracy of this Proof of Heirship completed relative to this
Estate, By exccution hercon Affiant and decedeat's beirs, suecessors and assigas hereby agree
to indemnify, defead and bold Denbury harmicss from xnd #gaiost all losscs, costs, espenses (including attorney's

Soes and cours costs), claims and/or damages that may srisc from Denbary's rellance on the accuracy of this Proof of
Heirship, . ' )

PLEA§;:§?;¥§§§;§,§§ ENTIRE DOCUMENT FOR ACCURACY

(Afliant - Signature of Person
(To be completed by someone

50 WORN to belore me this IS day of a&] e
N K1
My Commission exp
[-21. Notary Public
CORROBORATION AFFIDAVIT

(To be witnessed by someone whe will not inherit.)

STATE OF CISISeant
COUNTYAIARISH OF

Linde  I'Lspy aresident of Sp— County/Perisb, State of
. (Name .ofPason Making the Comoborating Affidsvif) ~
[ £ of lawful age, being first duly swom accarding to law, deposes and says thag Shere was well

and personalfy ocquainted with the above named decedent during hisfies lifetime and that the information given in the
above and foregoing offidavit, mads by ‘(gggg;gj&uh%x_@ is true and comect.
B o, N . .

Corraborating Affizat .

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this gNLday of _9&,3&__, 2045

Commission expires:
%Z.&&L[__ Nbtary Public

CORROBORATION AFFIDAVIT
(To be witnessed by someonc who will not inherit)

S,

N

STATEOF !l j¢<ice!
COUNTY/RARISHOF .

Larey Gefe: , & resldent of M‘,./(.\ <on County/Parish, State of -

. (ame of Person Making the Corroborating AlTedavis)
Y, . of lawful age, being first duly swom according t law, deposes and says that she/he was well
and personally stquainted with the above pamed decedent urwwhcr lifetime and that the information given in the
above and (oregoing affidavit, made by Ve rartin. Worthy is truc and correct.

Comoborating Affiant

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this B&Laay of 9444 L,

MgCownission expires:

w




